
64 yo woodshop teacher and musician sustained a 
jointer injury to the dorsum of the left long and ring 

fingers. He has loss of the soft tissue, portions of the 
distal phalanx, the DIP joint and middle phalanx for 

each digit.



He reports that for him to play his musical instrument it is important to have 
the length of the digit. What would be your surgical plan for reconstruction?



What would be your surgical plan for reconstruction? 

He would require DIP joint arthrodesis and soft tissue reconstruction by way 
of; a turn over flap, a retrograde homodigital flap or some other pedicle flap



Flap planning after arthrodesis and antibiotic methyl methacrylate



Ring finger flap inset and long finger flap elevated



DIP arthrodesis with single k-wire and delayed bone 
grafting. 

Reversed homodigital flap. At ring finger there was 
ecchymosis within the skin of the flap when it was 
being raised suggesting trauma at the time of injury. 
Decision not too close tightly



5 days



Post op day 12



3 months post injury and at time of removal of cement bone grafting



Appearance 3 months post bone grafting



Left long finger



Left ring finger



Learner Outcome

Describe management of dorsal defects about the 
DIP joints
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